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known kindness, and generosity of character. I was from the country, I
said; had studied law for two years; had corne to Boston to study a year
more; had some respectable acquaintances in New Hampshire, not un-
known to him, but had no introduction; that I had heard he had no clerk;
thought it possible he would receive one; that I came to Boston to work,
not to play; was most desirous, on all accounts, to be his pupil; and all
I ventured to ask at present was, that he would keep a place for me in his
office till I could write to New Hampshire for proper letters, showing me
worthy of it. I delivered this speech trippingly on the tongue, though I
suspect it was better composed than spoken. Mr. Gore heard me with
much encouraging good-nature. He evidently saw my embarrassment;
spoke kind words, and asked me to sit down. My friend had already dis-
appeared. Mr. Gore said, what I had suggested was very reasonable, and
required little apology. He did not mean to fill his office with clerks,
but was willing to receive one or two, and would consider what I had
said. He inquired, and I told him, what gentlemen of Ms acquaint-
tance knew me and my father in New Hampshire. Among others, I
remember I mentioned Mr. Peabody, who was Mr. Gore's class-mate.
He talked to me pleasantly for a quarter of an hour ; and, when I
rose to depart, he said: ' My young friend, you look as though you
might be trusted. You say you came to study, and not to w.aste
time. I will take you at your word. You may as well hang up your
hat at once; go into the other room; take your book, and sit down
to reading it, and write at your convenience to New Hampshire fur
your letters.'"

This immediate confidence could not have been wholly the
effect of a morning of good-nature, with an easy gentleman who
happened to be quite at leisure and was willing to trust to acci-
dent for a clerk.   The young man who presented himself thus
unheralded, before a person of Mr. Q-ore's fastidious perceptions,
could have "been no rustic bumpkin, notwithstanding the air of
embarrassment which his own modesty of narration has thrown
around the scene.   Learning and mental discipline, such as lie
had enjoyed, do not pour their riches into such a nature as his,
without affecting the outer man j a,nd genius and gentlemanly
culture may be detected as quickly as their opposites, by one who
is accustomed to note their manifestations.   "We know, too, that
later there was a magnetism, in the presence of Mr. "Webster,
which all men felt, and which has been felt where his name was
for the moment unknown.   The same influen ce may have existed
in his younger days; or a keen and practised observer, like Mr.
Gore, might have seen in his eye, which it was said no man, even
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